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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In support of the Dissemination, Communication and Exploitation activities in WP3, ICWE will design and create a                 

user-friendly website that will be regularly updated and maintained to promote all activities and disseminate results                

related to the project. The website will present the EPICA Consortium and provide news, reports and links to                  

scientific publications relative to the project. The website will offer the opportunity to subscribe to a dedicated                 

newsletter with interviews, articles and news stories etc. distributed on a three-monthly basis. To maximise its                

impact all partners will also create a link from their own website to the project’s website. 

Various social media channels such as Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter will be linked to the website and used to                   

communicate smoothly with different stakeholders and to engage into direct communications with external parties. 

It is important that the partners of the project agree on the overall look and design of the website and that it also                       

takes into consideration the African context and the sinuous paths of employability and professional life. 

The website will be provided in English and will be up and running by April 1, 2018. Once EPICA ends, according to                      

the sustainable strategy of the project, the partners will agree on the way to keep the social media profiles online after                     

the life of the project. 

All communication measures will be closely coordinated with the Consortium Partners and follow the guidelines               

outlined in the Quality Management Plan led by the Project Coordinator, ICDE. 

This document is based on the terms and conditions established in the Grant Agreement and its Annexes, as well as                    

in the Consortium Agreement specifications and requirements. 

The use of the present guidelines can ensure better collaboration among the consortium members, individuals and                

groups. They can also facilitate the entire Consortium to get engaged in the work that is produced by the project. 

The EPICA website plan is a deliverable which is intended to be used by all the project partners, not only to ensure                      

quality assurance of project processes and outputs, but also to prevent possible deviations from the project work plan                  

as described in Description of Action, GA Annex 1. 
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 

 

AVU African Virtual University 

CA Consortium Agreement 

ICDE International Council for Open and Distance Education 

ICWE ICWE GmbH 

MAK Makerere University 

MU Maseno University 

MYD MyDocumenta 

OUT The Open University of Tanzania 

PEDR Plan for Exploitation and Dissemination of Results 

PR Public Relations 

UOC Open University of Catalonia 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

 

The EPICA website design, structure and initial content are expected to be completed and the website launched on April                   

1, 2018. The below domain names were suggested to the project partners during the kick-off meeting on January 31,                   

2018 and it was agreed upon that the website domain should be www.epica-initiative.africa, www.epica-initiative.eu,              

www.epica-initiative.com and www.epica-initiative.org. In the first PCT Meeting on March 15, 2018 it was agreed that the                 

main site would be www.epica-initiative.africa, whereas the other domains would lead into this. This would result in an                  

additional hosting cost of approximately 140 Euros for the duration of the project, which would be covered by the budget                    

allotted to ICWE. 

 

• epica.eu is taken (http://whois.domaintools.com/epica.eu) and for sale at $6,981. 

• www.epica.org is NOT available 

• www.epicah2020.com registered by MyDocumenta 

• www.epica-h2020.com is available 

• www.epica-h2020.eu is available 

• www.epica-h2020.africa is available 

• www.epica-h2020.org is available 

• www.epica-euafrica.com is available 

• www.epica.africa is available  

• www.epica-eu.africa is available 

• www.epica-africa.eu is available  

• www.epica-project.eu is available 

• www.epica-project.africa is available 

• www.epica-eu-africa.eu is available 

• www.epica-eu-africa.africa is available 

Table 1: Website Domain Name Suggestions 

 

A number of key elements of the website design and functionality include: 

● A clear and clean layout with a focus on providing a user-friendly experience 

● An eye-catching, contemporary design that is intended to represent and symbolise the path of students from                

their studies to their professional life and reflect the sinuous paths of employability and professional life 

● Highlight the EPICA Consortium and its activities in an understandable manner 
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● Easy access to all activities and results related to the project, including details of work packages and public                  

deliverables  

● Provide news, reports and links to scientific publications relative to the project 

● Publish a three-monthly newsletter with interviews, articles and news stories etc.  

● Provide links to social media channels such as Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter 

● A mobile friendly design that will adjust accordingly to the device of the user  

● Enable smooth communication and knowledge sharing among the target audience. 

Upon launch of the website on April 1, 2018, ICWE - in close collaboration with the remaining partners - will continue to                      

maintain and update the content of the website, as the project progresses over its three year life span. 

2. THE PROJECT WEBSITE STRUCTURE 

 

As the lead on this deliverable, ICWE analysed the website requirements and functional specifications and proposed the                 

below website structure to the Consortium partners prior to development:  

1.  Home Provides an overview of the EPICA initiative at a glance, outlining the projects objectives              

and expected results. 

2. The Consortium Presents the projects Consortium including a brief description of each partner           

organisation, their logo and links to each partner website.  

3. Results A list of all work packages including a short condensed description of each and the               

expected deliverables contained within each work package. A legend is shown at the             

bottom of each page for the user to determine the public deliverables. 

4. Events All programmed events including meetings, open days, local workshops, events as well as             

workshops taking place during eLearning Africa, including a description of each event,            

dates and links. Where possible, pictures will be included to add to the appeal of the                

website. As minimal text is shown on the Events page, and when and where relevant,               

each event is expandable to show more information on a new page by clicking ‘Read               

more’. 

5. Publications News stories, interviews, links to blogs, useful resources, and scientific publications. The            

stories and interviews created will be published in a three monthly newsletter. ICWE has              

requested that all partners provide any potential news and publications related to the             

project that could be highlighted on this page. 

6. News Press releases, news stories, interviews, aggregated news about related subjects,  

e-Portfolio, open badges, e-Assessment, digital skills, youth employability,        

entrepreneurship, digital learning and skills validation. ICWE has requested that all           

partners provide any potential news related to the project that could be highlighted on this               

page. 

7.Contact Provides the user with the contact of the lead partner and coordinator, a contact form               

linked to the generic EPICA email address: contact@epica-initiative.africa, a link to all            

social media channels and a link to the newsletter subscription. 

Table 2: EPICA Website Structure 

 

ICWE designed and implemented the EPICA logo to be used on all hardcopy and online material, as well as the different                     

design elements. 
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All sections of the website will have a banner highlighting the EPICA logo, the tagline of the project ‘Strategic Partnership                    

for the Co-Design of an Innovative and Scalable ePortfolio’ and links to the above mentioned pages, ensuring all content                   

is streamlined and easily accessible from all sub-pages as shown below. 

Figure 1: Screenshot of EPICA Banner (Top) – taken 21/03/2018 

 

 

 

 

The banner at the bottom of the page will provide a reference to the Horizon 2020 funding by the European Union, a link                       

to the necessary legal requirements; data policy, disclaimer and legal notice, social media links; Twitter, Facebook,                

LinkedIn icons, an icon for the newsletter subscription and a button on the bottom right corner, to auto scroll to the top of                       

the page. 

 

Figure 2: Screenshot of EPICA Banner (Bottom) – taken 21/03/2018 

 

The initial website content for the home page and sub-pages has been identified, researched, prepared and uploaded by                  

ICWE to the EPICA website prior to launch on April 1, 2018. 

The following are screenshots of the main page and each sub-page, showing a draft design and the content of each                    

page to date: 
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Figure 3: Screenshot of EPICA Home page – taken 21/03/2018 
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Figure 4: Screenshot of EPICA The Consortium page – taken 21/03/2018 
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Figure 5: Screenshot of EPICA Results page – taken 21/03/2018 

 

Page 12 of 18 

 



EPICA – D3.3: Website 
 

 

Figure 6: Screenshot of EPICA Results page – taken 21/03/2018 (Each of the above mentioned events are expandable 

to show more information) 

 

 

Figure 7: Screenshot of EPICA Publications page – taken 21/03/2018  
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Figure 8: Screenshot of EPICA News page – taken 21/03/2018  

 

 

Figure 9: Screenshot of Contact us page – taken 21/03/2018 
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Figure 10: Screenshot of Data Policy page – taken 21/03/2018 

 

 

Figure 11: Screenshot of Disclaimer page – taken 21/03/2018 
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Figure 12: Screenshot of Legal Notice page – taken 21/03/2018 

 

3. MEANS TO ACHIEVE OPTICAL REFERENCING OF THE WEBSITE 

 

For search engine optimisation the meta descriptions and meta keywords listed below were used. These will appear                 

“behind the scenes,” in the source code of each page, rather than on the live, visible page itself.  

Meta description: 

EPICA, an EU-project will design an innovative, scalable ePortfolio to improve the quality, visibility and availability of new                  

skills for students in Africa. This strategic partnership will bring together businesses, organisations and universities in                

Europe and Africa. The project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation                 

Programme under Grant … 

Meta keywords: 

e-portfolio, skills, education, employability, Africa, badges, Horizon 2020, university, knowledge, technology, innovation,            

students, workers, employer, sustainability, learning, partnership, expertise, certificate 

Table 3: SEO Details 

ICWE will add updates, events, news and publications relevant to the project as often as possible. Furthermore, ICWE                  

will send regular emails to all partners requesting relevant news and publications to ensure the website content is kept                   

up to date and appealing to the end user and project stakeholders. 

Various social media channels such as Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter will be linked to the website and used to                   

communicate effectively with different stakeholders and to engage into direct communications with external parties,              

who have an interest in EPICA activities and results.  

Upon the launch of the website on April 1, 2018 ICWE, as the project lead on this deliverable, will request all partners to                       

provide a short description of the EPICA initiative and a link to the official EPICA homepage on their own websites. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

 

The content of the website will continue to grow and be updated accordingly throughout the three year lifespan of the                    

project. New content and relevant news and publications will ensure end users and key stakeholders are kept up-to-date                  

with the progress, results and upcoming events. 
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